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Japanese Overseas Energy Exploration and Investment: The Development and
the Inspiration Xu Mei

The overseas energy exploration and investment has become the focus of Japanese foreign and
economic strategy, with the aim of promoting the security and diversity of energy supply for
Japan. Japanese overseas energy exploration and investment is characterized with regional
diversification, independence and multinational coordination. The great earthquake in March 11,
2011 and the Fukushima nuclear disaster has widened Japanese gap between energy demand and
supply, meanwhile the demand for energy of China and other newly emerging economies is growing
fast. In the context, Japan has strengthened its energy diplomacy, trying to expand the energy
supply channels and promote energy independency. The development of Japanese overseas energy
exploration and investment serves as a valuable source of inspiration for the policy — making of

China, which is seeking for more overseas energy.
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