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A Review of the Modernization of Japan’s Agriculture and Its Implications
Xu Mei

The agricultural modernization is a process of dynamic changes, with its contents being constantly
updated and enriched with the development of science and technology and the innovation of
systems. Japan basically realized the modernization of agriculture in the mid — 1970s, having made
great achievements while also left many problems that have brought negative impact on Japan’ s
economic and social development. Tackling the problems has become an important part of Japan’ s
structural reforms in “ Abenomics” under new circumstances. China and Japan have differences in
terms of economic development stages, levels of agricultural development and labor
quality. However, both the two countries are also faced with issues such as large population with
limited arable farmland, the small scale of farms, weak international competitiveness of
agricultural products and reducing rural labor force. Japan’ s experience gained in the agricultural
modernization since the end of WWII and the current agricultural reforms serve as reference for
China’ s ongoing agricultural modernization and the implementation of the strategy of “Rural

Revitalization” .
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