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Economic and Trade Relations between Japan and EU:
The Current Situation and Development Trend
XU Mei
( Institute of Japanese Studies Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100007 China)

Abstract: Both Japan and the European Union are developed economies and occupy an important position
in the world economy. After World War I Japan and Europe have been maintaining close economic and
trade relations with high degree of interdependence in trade investment and other fields. The United
Kingdom which is in the position of one of the main international financial centers and the " bridgehead"
of the EU has attracted many Japanese companies. With the British referendum deciding to leave the EU
the implementation of " America First" and trade protection policies by Trump government and the
spread of the COVID - 19 epidemic the reconstruction of the global economic and trade system has accel-
erated. Japan has actively expanded its foreign economic and trade relations. After promoting the CPTPP
signed in March 2018 it signed the Japan — Europe EPA with the EU. The purpose of Japans measures
are not only to obtain economic benefits in the traditional sense but also to shape and lead international e—
conomic and trade rules in the coming new era. Looking ahead to Japan — Europe economic and trade rela—
tions without accidents Japan’s trade with the EU will show a growth trend. Its economic and trade rela—
tions with the UK will be significantly enhanced. Investment in Europe and the layout of industry chain
and supply chain will be adjusted. The " Belt and Road" construction will objectively help Japan — Europe
economic and trade cooperation.
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