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Urban-rural Integrated Development from the Perspective of Rural
Revitalization: Practice and Enlightenment from Japan

ZHANG lJifeng

Abstract: On the basis of analyzing the urban-rural integrated development process in the context of rural revitalization in Japan,
this article summarizes the Japanese experience and puts forward the enlightenment to China. The study finds that Japan has
realized the importance of eliminating the urban-rural gap and promoting the development of urban-rural integration in the late
1950s, and has been committed to narrowing the urban-rural gap for half a century since the early 1960s. It has become one of the
countries with the highest urban-rural integrated development level in the world. Japan’s experience in promoting urban-rural
integrated development mainly includes: strengthening top-level design and clarifying policy objectives of urban-rural integrated
development; putting people first and improving grassroots organizations and governance mechanisms; safeguarding rights and
interests to realize the equality of rights of urban and rural residents; opening up urban and rural areas to realize the free flow of
urban and rural elements; adjusting to achieve a balanced allocation of urban and rural public resources; improving services and
realizing equal access to basic public services in urban and rural areas; as well as securing income and realizing equalized quality of
life for both urban and rural residents. Drawing on the experience of Japan and combining China’s institutional advantages, the
study puts forward the following suggestions for China to promote urban-rural integrated development, namely, strengthening
legislation and top-level design for urban-rural integrated development, improving the grassroots governance mechanism with local
residents as the main stakeholders, promoting innovation in the mechanism of industrial and agricultural mutual promotion of
urban-rural complementation, and improving the mechanism of urban-rural integrated development.

Key Words: Rural Revitalization; Urban-rural Integration; Japan
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