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March Toward High — income Status and the
Structural Transformation of Society

Yan Kun' & Tang Dantong’
(1. Faculty of Applied Economics, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing;

2. School of Economics and Management, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing)

Abstract : With the major changes in the global economic landscape and the increasing uncertainty of worldwide economic develop-
ment, China is now at a critical stage of transitioning towards high — income status. This paper constructs a benchmark model to
examine the impact of social structural transformation factors on national income per capita. The sample consists of country — spe-
cific data from 18 countries around the world from 1996 to 2019, combined with an analysis of changes in China’s internal and ex-
ternal environment at the current stage. The study empirically tests the impact of population quality factors, income distribution
structure, and urbanization development level on national income per capita. The findings indicate that the release of population
quality dividends and the improvement of income distribution balance will promote the growth of national income per capita. Addi-
tionally, the level of urbanization development generally has an inverted U — shaped relationship with national income per capita.
Based on these findings, the paper proposes policy recommendations to support China’s social structural transformation and pro-
vide theoretical underpinnings for the country’s leap towards a higher national income level.

Key words : Population Quality Dividend; Income Distribution Structure; Urbanization Process; Social Structural Transition
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