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Study on the Post-earthquake Management of Japanese Cities:
Discussions Centering on the Great Hanshin Awaji Earthquake

WANG Zanwei

(Institute of Japanese Studies Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100007 China)

Abstract:In the long run Japan's post-war economic take-off and rapid industrialization and urbanization have been regarded as the
miracle of the East Asian development model. However this rapid development has also been accompanied by human's conquest of na—
ture which has led to fundamental changes of the ecological system including human and nature. In 1995 the occurrence of Great
Hanshin Awaji Earthquake exposed the ecological fragility which had been accumulated for a long time under Japan's economic growth
model of developmentalism and resulted in severe disaster consequences.During the period of post-earthquake recovery Japanese local
government put forward the slogan of " creative revival" trying to reshape the relationship between human and nature.To this end gov—
ernment and society systematically designed urban development policies at different levels so as to adapt them to the ecological system
to achieve harmonious development. But the inherent ecological contradictions in the process of the expansion of capitalist system main—
tained the logic of developmentalism and disasters appeared in the form of various social problems during the period of post-earthquake
recovery which evolved into "revival disaster". The historical process of the complex evolution of Japan's urban earthquake disaster is
of great significance to Chinese cities which are developing quickly.
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