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An Analysis of Process and Policy Response of Japan’s Low Fertility

Wang Wei

Since the year 1974, Japan’s total birthrate has been lower than the level for population
replacement, marking an era of low fertility. At present, Japan is still deeply trapped in the low
fertility issue. In order to deal with that problem, since 1990s Japan has introduced a series of
policies and laws and established a system of related policies, and has gained some achievement in
slowing down the momentum of low fertility and population decrease. However, due to the lack of
understanding the seriousness of the problem and shortcomings in terms of the timing of policy
response and way of its implementation, the effect of Japan’ s policy response to the problem is not
significant, being far from stopping the trend of low fertility, the experience and lessons of which

are worth thinking deeply.
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