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One Way of Rural Revitalization in Japan: The Implementation Path,
Effect and Dispute of Hometown Tax System
GUO Pei LIU Li

Abstract: Japan began to implement the home tax system in 2008 In recent years, both the number of dona-
tions of home tax and the beneficiary groups of home tax have made unexpected great development. Especially
affected by the COVID-19, under the hometown tax system, there are more and more urban residents who
pay attention to remote areas and are willing to help them. The “return gift” of hometown tax has become an
important catalyst for connecting “people” and “local”, and the fund-raising method based on the project
system to clarify the purpose of donation has driven more people to participate in the revitalization of local vil-
lages. The hometown tax system has played a positive role in alleviating the financial difficulties in remote are-
as, promoting the independent innovation of rural small and medium-sized enterprises and reviving the
vitality of local economy, and explored a different way of Rural Revitalization. But at the same time, the
hometown tax system also has some problems, such as excessive return competition and profit seeking
effect, resulting in the “vacuum zone” in which the demand is not satisfied In the process of realizing com-
mon prosperity, China is also faced with issues such as reducing the local gap and how to drive the high-quali-
ty development of local and rural areas Japan’s hometown tax system provides a good reference for us to
achieve common prosperity. We can also explore and implement relevant personal tax incentives to help local
development and promote the virtuous cycle of “people, things and local” .

Keywords: Hometown Tax; Regional Disparities; Rural Vitalization; Common Prosperity




