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Abstracts

Exploration of the Way to China—Japan Reconciliation
Men Honghua and Tan Shuai

The stability of China—Japan relations depends on the ability to achieve reconciliation between the
two countries. However, various obstacle impede progress toward this goal. The China—Japan
reconciliation has experienced a long process that contains initiation, consolidation, and
repetition. Although during this progress, this work has achieved fruitful results such as normalizing
diplomatic relations, signing the four political documents between China and Japan, and
conducting joint research on historical issues, the China—Japan reconciliation process still has a
long way to go. Several challenges, including historical issues, the Taiwan question, and the
territorial dispute over the Diaoyu Islands, still need to be addressed to improve China—Japan
relations. At present, the China—Japan reconciliation is not only disturbed by the repeated
problems of historical recognition but also faced with the outbreak and prominent issues of territorial
sovereignty. Moreover, it is hindered by the negative perception of each other and the low level of
national sentiment. The shifting power dynamics between China and Japan, coupled with the
escalating strategic competition between China and the US, have pushed these two countries into a
path of strategic competition, causing old and new issues to interweave and making China—Japan
relations increasingly fragile and unstable. To promote reconciliation and build a new era of bilateral
relations, it is crucial to adhere to the principles and spirit of the four political documents between
China and Japan. This means safeguarding the political and legal basis for China—Japan
reconciliation. Joint studies on historical issues should also be strengthened to prevent these issues
from hindering the stable development of China—Japan relations. Additionally, it is necessary to
manage differences and handle sensitive issues, such as territorial disputes and maritime rights,
properly and constructively. Finally, the people—to—people cultural exchanges should be deepened

to consolidate popular support for China—Japan reconciliation.

An Analysis of the Origin, Development and Motivation of the Fukushima
Nuclear —contaminated Water Issue Jin Ying

The Fukushima nuclear crisis is by far the most serious nuclear crisis in human history. Due to its
special complexity, the post—crisis treatment project, including the proper management of the
excessive amount of nuclear—contaminated water, is an unprecedented and arduous challenge. In
2021, the Japanese government decided to decontaminate and discharge the water into the ocean
and planned to implement the project at the time of spring and summer of 2023. By reviewing the
historical process of the Japanese government and the Tokyo Electric Power Company in dealing
with the nuclear—contaminated water, it can be found that, either during the DPJ’ s ruling period,
in which companies were forced to cope with the crisis alone in an “anarchy” condition, or after
the change of leadership, in which Abe Shinzo cabinet, under the leadership of the LDP, made a
high—profile announcement of “national intervention” , their basic thought of “fewer, faster and

more economical ”, and “to discharge anyway” have remained unchanged. Therefore, their
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countermeasures have failed to solve the problem fundamentally. On facing the crisis that remains
unsolved, the Japanese authorities did not improve its governance measures by seeking a better
solution but rather relied on political manipulation that confused what is right or wrong, important
or unimportant, finally deciding to discharge the water. In addition, structural factors, such as the
“mismatch” between the strategic plan and reality while dealing with the crisis, the need to
construct a national image for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, Japan’s economic and industrial policy of
reusing nuclear power, and the “new cold war” strategy of Japan and the United States to firmly
deepen alliance with the West through the crisis, have also restricted Japan’s choices. The
Fukushima nuclear crisis has caused an incalculable large—scale leakage of radioactive materials. If
the Japanese authorities persist in conducting the discharge operation, it will not only continue to
pollute the marine ecosystem and the overall natural environment in the long run but will also leave
an indelible stain on human history.

The Strengthening of the U. S. —Japan Alliance After Biden’ s Inauguration .
An Ideological Agenda Xu Wansheng and Luo Zhenyun

Since the Biden administration took office in January 2021, the United States has pursued
ideological value orientation in diplomacy and strengthened its alliance system, combined with the
full “catering” of its ally Japan, which has led to a new round of strengthening of the U. S. —Japan
alliance highlighting the ideological agenda. In this regard, it is necessary to explain this recent
policy practice in depth by taking the previous relevant theoretical discussions in academic circles at
home and abroad as a reference. Specifically, at the level of bilateral relations, the United States
and Japan have tried to “internalize” ideological factors in the “body” of the alliance by
emphasizing ideological consistency, proposing ideological goals, and promoting the ideologization
of cooperation. In their dealings with allies, the United States and Japan prioritize cooperation with
“like — minded countries” and seek to establish multilateral cooperation rules based on shared
ideologies. Nevertheless, they recognize the need to navigate ideological differences based on
strategic interests. At the level of coping with competitors, the United States and Japan have
reached a consensus on policy coordination to launch an ideological offensive against China by
“stigmatizing” China’ s international image in terms of ideology, using “human rights issues” to
interfere in China’ s internal affairs and impose sanctions. Ideology plays a dual role as both a goal
and a means of strengthening the U. S. —Japan alliance, with strong instrumental value. Its core
objective is to preserve the dominant position of the United States and the international order led by
the United States and Japan.

The China-U. S. Competition over China’ s Neighboring Area and Its Impact
on Trilateral Cooperation among China, Japan, and ROK

Wang Junsheng

The United States efforts to exert pressure on China are primarily focused on China’ s neighboring
countries, reflecting a “ strategic suppression” approach. In contrast, China’s neighboring
diplomacy aims to establish a community with a shared future for all of humanity, therefore its
means, characteristics, and objectives of them are very different. China aims at “ win — win
cooperation” and the United States aims at “ containing imaginary enemies”. China focuses on
“economic means” , while the United States focuses on “security means”. China’ s institutional
arrangement is “openness and inclusiveness” , while the United States institutional arrangement is
“closeness and suppression” . From the development trend, China and the United States are most
likely to face a fiercely competitive situation, and the competition pattern between the two countries
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