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negative affective cognition of China have gradually increased. There are complicated relations
between China, Japan, and India. The historical and territorial disputes between China and Japan,
the border disputes between China and India, and other factors will impact the cooperation and

competitive relations between countries for a long time.

The Spatial Evolution of Employment and Emerging Trends in the Tokyo
Metropolitan Region: A Circular Perspective
Yin Deting and Zhang Feng

The spatial changes in the employed population in the Tokyo metropolitan area over the past
hundred years or so can be described as an epochal microcosm of social change in Japan. This paper
uses data from the Japan National Survey (1920 — 2020) to examine how the distribution of
employed people in the Tokyo metropolitan area has evolved over time, highlighting key
characteristics and recent trends. It can found that, firstly the spatial distribution of the employed
population in the Tokyo metropolitan area has undergone a circular pattern of transition from
concentration to dispersion and then reconcentration. In particular, the centripetal force has
recently emerged as the dominant trend, overshadowing the centrifugal force. Secondly, this
centripetal resurgence in industries, especially the tertiary sector, including key high —skill
industries such as finance and IT, has been instrumental in shaping the spatial dynamics of the
working population in the Tokyo metropolitan area. Thirdly, in theoretical terms, the spatial shifts
of the employed population in the Tokyo metropolitan area confirm the circular structure theory,
which postulates the circular spatial distribution of production factors and their outwards diffusion. A
notable observation, however, is that these population factors tend to return to the urban core after
diffusion. This necessitates a departure from traditional paradigms of industrial society and calls for
a profound comprehension of the evolving interdependence among production technology, the social
organization of production, and customized production demands within the urban landscape of the
digital society. Such an approach is crucial for discerning the emerging characteristics of the

employed population distribution.

Japan’ s “KOSEN” Education System in the Context of Modernization of
Vocational Education
Hu Peng

Japan is one of the world’ s leading nations in vocational education, characterized by its unique
vocational education system, disciplines, training objectives, and teaching methodologies.
Particularly noteworthy is the Five — Year Integrated Higher Specialized Schools ( “KOSEN”)
established in 1962, which, in tandem with Japan’ s modernization, has nurtured a significant
number of skilled mid — to high — level technical professionals imbued with the “craftsman spirit”.
This has played a pivotal role in supporting the development of Japan’ s manufacturing industry. The
“KOSEN” system has opened up channels for vocational education, general education, and

higher education, offering specialized courses that meet the needs of the times. By integrating
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industry and education, science and education, and incorporating international educational
concepts, Japan has developed a distinctive vocational education model. The “KOSEN” education
system has played a constructive role in elevating the overall quality of the population, supporting
the “Manufacturing — Led Nation” strategy, fostering regional economic and social development,
and upholding social equity. The Japanese “KOSEN” education system provides valuable insights

into China’ s vocational education reform and the pursuit of a uniquely Chinese modernization.

Misconceptions in Japanese — Style Chinese Studies: Reasons for Emergence of
the “China Perspective Without China”
Baba Kimihiko

Regarding publishing, this paper aims to elucidate the characteristics and issues of Chinese —
Japanese studies by statistically comparing Japan’s China — related books in the publishing industry
with China’ s Japan — related books. In terms of research, it examines the formation process of
Japanese — Chinese studies, which has evolved in conjunction with the introduction of modern
oriental studies and the development of Chinese studies. Japanese perspectives on Chinese studies
and China have consistently adjusted their cognitive frameworks in response to changes in historical
and contemporary China. In modern times, pre — war Chinese studies in Japan tended to be policy —
oriented research that served Japan’s national interests, aligning with the country’s imperial
expansion. Post — war Chinese studies began with a fresh perspective, concentrating on issues
relevant to the evolving China, occasionally neglecting the intellectual heritage of prior Chinese
studies. Overall, contemporary Chinese studies in Japan are often influenced by factors such as the
geographical distance from the research subject, the complexities of China’s increasing
comprehensive national power, and an excessive dependence on the United States. These factors
frequently lead to friction and misunderstandings, causing Japanese perceptions of China to deviate
from a realistic image, with the risk of interpreting information in a manner that serves their own
interests. Constructing an accurate cognitive framework for understanding China from the perspective

of people living in China is a crucial challenge for Japanese media and academia today.
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