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Abstracts (J)

Japan over discourse power in this field is expected to intensify. Potential strategic rivalry may also

emerge between the two countries in the international arena of disaster prevention and mitigation.

The Strategic Division of Roles and Limitations of U.S. — Japan Efforts in
Strengthening Trilateral Security Mechanisms
Cao Pengpeng and Wang Zeying

Trilateral security mechanisms have become a key focus in the study of the U.S. alliance
network. Amid intensifying geopolitical rivalry between China and the United States in the Asia—
Pacific region in recent years, the U. S. has advanced its “Indo—Pacific Strategy” by placing the
U. S. —Japan alliance at the center, and gradually constructing trilateral security frameworks such
as the U.S. - Japan — KOR, U.S. - Japan — Australia, and U.S. - Japan — Philippines
mechanisms. This effort seeks to weave a multilayered, multidimensional alliance network around
China’ s periphery. Within this process, a strategic division of roles has emerged, characterized by
U.S. “leadership” and Japanese “shaping”. At its core, this division reflects a convergence of
American global hegemonic ambitions and Japan’ s pursuit of expanded regional influence. As the
initiator and principal driver of the Indo—Pacific Strategy, the U. S. plays a leading role in setting
strategic goals, embedding mechanisms, and assigning roles to allies. Japan, acting as a “deputy
ally” , complements this effort through bilateral policy coordination, military—security enablement,
and strategic agenda alignment, thereby assuming a shaping and coordinating role. Under joint
U. S. —Japan promotion, trilateral security cooperation—particularly among the U. S. , Japan, and
South Korea; the U.S., Japan, and Australia; and the U.S. , Japan, and the Philippines—has
grown increasingly robust. However, the expansion of these trilateral frameworks is not without
constraints. Challenges such as the erosion of U. S. strategic credibility and divergent strategic
interests among member states pose significant limitations to the further development and deepening

of the “U. S. —Japan + ” trilateral security mechanisms.

Japan’s Increasing Trend Toward Non—Marriage
Cao Youshun and Hu Peng

Since the 1990s, Japan has undergone a profound social transformation, with changes in marriage
patterns standing out as particularly significant. The once—prevalent norm of “universal marriage” ,
established during the country’ s period of rapid economic growth, has gradually given way to a
society characterized by increasing non—marriage. The emergence of a non—marriage society is the
result of multiple overlapping factors. On one hand, societal shifts have reduced the appeal of
marriage and the social pressure to wed, while simultaneously making marriage more difficult to
attain—leading to a decline in people’ s willingness to marry. On the other hand, mismatched
expectations between men and women in partner selection, along with the weakening of stable
matchmaking mechanisms, have led to a kind of “market failure” in the institution of marriage. As
both the desire not to marry and the difficulty of finding a partner intensify, non—marriage in Japan
has deepened, becoming an increasingly prominent and concerning social phenomenon. In a society
where personal space and independence have become core values, especially among younger
generations, the Japanese government faces significant constraints in addressing the non-marriage
trend. Direct intervention in private marital decisions is limited, leaving the government to rely on
indirect measures such as encouraging marriage and promoting alternatives to traditional family
structures. However, these policies have often proven ineffective, failing to address the root causes
of the issue and leaving policymakers caught in a dilemma, unable to reverse the trend, yet
increasingly aware of its long—term social and demographic consequences.

— 147 —



