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The Historical Evolution of Okinawan Identity in the Modern Times
Tang Yongliang

The Ryukyu kingdom was invaded and has been dominated as the Okinawa Prefecture by Japan in
the modern times. The Okinawan group identity, referring to formation of their national identity and
ethnic identity, has undergone three stages of evolution in the modern times with the changes of
political environment both in Japan and overseas. From Meiji era to early Showa era, the
consciousness of Okinawan ethnic identity was high with that of their national identity quite low. In
wartime, Okinawan national identity was developed quickly with their ethnic identity under
suppression. Since the end of WWII, and after the U. S. military occupation of Okinawa, both the
ethnic identity and the national identity of Okinawans have risen highly. Under the particular
condition, Okinawan ethnic identity may convert mutually with the national identity. From Meiji era
to early Showa era, Okinawan ethnic identity was transformed to the nation identity under the
influence of Japanese emperor. Since the return of Okinawa to Japan, Okinawan ethnic identity was

turned into nation identity in the context of the post — war constitution.
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