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An Analysis of the Thought of East Asian Cultural Community in Japan
TANG Yong-liang
(Research Center for Japan Af fairs, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100007, China)

Abstract; Whether a cultural community in East Asia can be built or not has been paid more and more at-
tention with the deepening of East Asian cultural exchange. Japanese politicians and the academic circles
have carried out their discussions which cover the nature, the connotations, the feasibility and ways of im-
plementation since 1990’s. Though a common understanding has not been reached, two features of these
discussions are prominent, i. e. the lack of intra-Asian points and the intention of neglecting Chinese cul-
tures. The analysis of the building of East Asian cultural community herein is made from a new angle as
four pairs of the key concepts in Marxist Philosophy including quantitative —~qualitative change, identity-
belligerence, major contradiction -minor contradictions, principal aspect of contradiction —secondary aspect
of contradiction are applied accordingly.

Key words: Japan; East Asian cultural community; Marxist Philosophy
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