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On the Evolution of Shinto in the Post-World War |1 Era (1945-2015)

Zhao Gang

Abstract: As part of a study on the change in Japanese religious belief after WWII, this paper intends to analyze the
historical role of Shinto in post-war Japanese religious and social development, its influencne and the change in itself

since it was removed from the national worship shrine after the War. To achieve this end, the paper takes the state
Shinto, the Yasukuni Shrine, and the sect Shinto as subjects, focusing on the separate changes of the three subjects,
the current state of Shinto, and its actual influence to see the effect Shinto has on the selection of state system, the
re-orientation of values, and the formation of the historical views of the right wings after the separation of state and
religion under the guidance of GHQ. The paper also studies the influence of sect Shinto on traditional Japanese
culture and the influence of Shinto religion on Japanese behavior consciousness and religious belief.

Key words: State Shinto State system The Yasukuni Shrine  Sect Shinto  New-emerging religions
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