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Tang Yongliang The “Modernity ” Debate and “Overcoming Modernity ” in Japan. The
Modernism of Masao Maruyama

As a renowned post-WWII Japanese thinker Masao Maruyama’s analysis concerning Japan was
not based on the archetype of Western modernity. Instead he cherished his own dialectic view. He
acknowledged the progressiveness of Western modernity but criticized its “degeneration” since the
middle 19" century and therefore advocated a return to the “origin” of modernity. Based on this view
he harshly denounced the trend of “overcoming modernity” which had prevailed during WWII and
then revived afterwards. During WWII  his criticism had a non-academic end but his means was
purely academic. He targeted at the origin of “overcoming modernity” i.e. the “diagnosis” of the
time and revealed that pre-modern Japan was not “uninfected” by modernity as a primitive modern
identity had already appeared. After WWIL his criticism was centered on the social-structural
pathogens hampering the full realization of Japanese modern identity. In his view a real Japanese
modern identity could not form unless improvements in free choices among different values made by

establishing a civil society and increasing inter-cultural contacts.

Xiao Xiaodan The Development of French Regulations on Urban Industrial Pollution ( 1810 —
1850)

With the rapid growth of chemical industry and rampant increase of urban industrial pollution France
issued an Imperial Decree on 15 October 1810 to classify industrial installations and to establish a regulation
system in accordance. Aiming at a steady development of industry and the reconciliation of conflicts among
facility and land proprietors the decree was far from effective due to the conciliatory attitude of provincial
governments and advisory agencies. Nevertheless the regulation and compensation system which the decree
set up was influential in the European continent. The gradual correction and completion of the classification

system also reflected the enhancement of environmental awareness of citizens.



