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The Spread of Taoist Culture in China-Japan
Cultural Exchanges ( I)
Jiang Lifeng

Abstract: The spread of Chinese Taoist culture to ancient Japan is an
important issue in the cultural exchange between China and Japan. For a long
time Japanese scholars have done a series of researches the main view of which
however is that the religious organization of Taoism has never been passed to
Japan and the Japanese words of “Emperor” and “Shinto” which borrow Chinese

characters have no links with Taoism. Furthermore those researches

). L1871 .5 .6



intentionally or unintentionally deny the great influence of Chinese Taoist culture
on the development of ancient Japanese society since it was spread to Japan. The
researches of Chinese scholars basically take the same path. By reviewing and
interpreting first-hand historical materials the article attempts to analyze the driving
factors and circumstance for the development of ancient Japanese society and comes
to the conclusion that the spread of Chinese Taoist culture to Japan through the
cultural path in Northeast Asia has a great impact on the ideology and mentality of
the Japanese people as well as ways of governance of the Japanese ruling class.
Chinese Taoist culture the Confucian culture and the Buddhist culture have
become the three major pillar in promoting the development of ancient Japanese
society which should be fully acknowledged.

Keywords: ChinaJapan Cultural Exchanges, Taoist Culture; Taoism;
Japanese Emperor; Shintoism; Four M ythical Animals



