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The Spread of Taoist Culture in China-Japan
Cultural Exchanges ( 1)
Jiang Lifeng

Abstract: The eastward spread of Chinese Taoist culture is an important topic
in the study of the history of cultural exchange between China and Japan. The
article reviews the historical data and archaeological findings from many aspects,
and puts forward some original views on the time, scale and influence of the spread
of Chinese Taoist culture to Japan. Based on the Catalogue of Japanese Books, the
first part of the article argues that the influence of Chinese Taoist culture on the
political and social development of ancient Japan overcame that of Confucian
culture and Buddhist culture, which is fully reflected in the detailed records of the
history of the six countries of Japan. The second part of the article analyzes the
profound and comprehensive the influence of Chinese Taoist culture on the ancient
Japanese ruling groups from two aspects: the special function of the “four holy
beasts” and the eating and living of the Japanese emperor. The article focuses on
the relationship between the eastward spread of Chinese Taoist culture and the
formation and development of Japanese Shintoism. Rich historical data prove that
the eastward spread of Chinese Tao culture is of decisive significance to the
formation and development of Japanese Shintoism. It can be concluded that
without the spread of Chinese Taoist culture, there would be no Japanese
Shintoism. It is also undeniable that the Japanese intellectual group has not simply
copied the Chinese Taoist culture but has fully absorbed its nutrition of the Chinese
Taoist culture in constructing Japanese religion, namely Shintoism, which not only
maintains the tradition but also has its own characteristics.

Keywords: Taoist Culture; Taoism; Spread Eastward to Japan; Japanese

Emperor; Shintoism; Four Holy Beasts



