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Text and Representation Analyses of
Mythological Land Formation in Nihon Shoki

SUN Jiashen

Abstract: “In the ancient times, Stories are told by mouth.” From its creation to
writing, ancient myths have been passed down from generation to
generation and deeply rooted in people’s mind. As the earliest official
history book handed down in Japan, the first two volumes of Nihon
Shoki record the myth of the arrival of two gods and the formation of
land. If the myth of land formation is analyzed as a text, the seemingly
“meaningless” and created myth text bears the mission of transmitting
information. In this paper, taking the land generated myth text in Nihon
Shoki as an example, we use the analysis method of text and representation
to reveal and explore the traditional concept, historical memory and
civilization identity conveyed by the myth text.

Keywords: Nihon Shoki; mythological texts; land formation; text analysis
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