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context of philology and conceptual history, the conception in a broad sense
mostly involves Confucianism, which means learning common to ancient East
Asia. During early modern times, a process of Japanization occurred, primarily
driven by the exclusive ideological endeavors of Motoori Norinaga, resulting in
the transformation of “East Asian studies” into “imperial studies” . Furthermore,
under the influence of German classical philology, the traditional expansive
domain of knowledge underwent a metamorphosis into a more specialized and
subdivided discipline within the modern academic framework. After the World
War I, amidst shifts in both domestic and international landscapes and a
deeper contemplation of modernity, the discourse surrounding New
Kokugaku intertwined with folklore began to surface. This led to a resurgence
in the research perspective of Kokugaku, bringing it back into the broader
cultural domain of East Asia.

Keywords; East Asian; Kokugaku; Academic Discourse; Motoori

Norinaga
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A Study on Muromachi Culture by Kawashima Masao
Zhang Jianli / 173

Abstract; Over the past 80 years since World War Il , the origins and
formation of Japanese national culture have been a subject of interest among
scholars. Some researchers trace the formation of Japanese culture back to
ancient mythology, arguing that it is an intrinsic entity that has continuously
absorbed foreign cultural elements for growth. However, a greater number of

scholars assert that the culture of the Muromachi period serves as the true

— 234 —



Table of Contents & Abstracts ]

origin of modern Japanese national culture. While previous studies have
primarily examined the characteristics of Muromachi culture from a cultural
morphological perspective, Kawashima Masao’s “ A Study on Muromachi
Culture” and related works take a different approach. They focus on the
theory of cultural formation and emphasize the role of marginalized groups,
particularly the burakumin class, in the creation and transmission of
Muromachi culture. This perspective provides valuable historical insights into
contemporary human rights issues in Japanese society.

Keywords: Kawashima Masao; Ethnogenesis of Japanese Culture;

Muromachi Culture; Burakumin; Human Rights

Research of the Japanese “Realist Intellectual” Nagai
Yonosuke’s Political Thought
Guo Hongyi / 188

Abstract: Post-war Japanese political science intellectuals mostly
influenced by American political science which was known as Japanese
“Realist Intellectuals” , include Kosaka Masataka, Kamiya Fuji, and Nagai
Yonosuke, had profound influence on the post-war Japanese political science.
Before the 1960s, Nagai Yonosuke focused on the research of Western
political science and sociological theories, as well as analyzing the domestic
political structure and social issues of the United States. He then applied these
theories to analyze Japanese society, thereby developing cutting-edge realist
political science ideas. In the 1960s, Nagai’s academic research shifted from
political sociology to international politics, with his focus moving from
domestic politics to the international political arena. This shift in research
subjects reflected the process of “power theory” spanning both fields of

political science. As he became a realist intellectual, Nagai with intellectual
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