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The Intrinsic Paradox of U. S. - Japan Policy and Its Impact = Yang Bojiang

The general trend of U.S. Japan policy in recent years is characterized with easing political
restriction on Japan and strengthening its role in security cooperation through military capacity
building. The trend has become even more obvious in the second term of Obama administration,

3 s

with U. S. support for Japan’ s “restoration of sovereignty in terms of security” and positions on the
disputes over Diaoyu Islands as the new reflection. There is an intrinsic paradox in U. S. Japan
Policy, for the reason that the policy, incompatible with American regional policy and the goal of
general strategic design, can not be integrated with American overall policy towards Japan and is
confronted with U. S. effort of building a new type of partnership between big powers with China.
American “indulgence” of Japan in security policy has resulted in the lost of dl;rection of regional
order building in East Asia, the danger of division and conflicts and the growing complexity of
regional security with the rising of “Japan factor”. U.S. itself is also faced with the strategic

dilemma, with its controlling power in this region being questioned.
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