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Japan— Vietnam Economic Relations: from the Perspective of Economic Diplomacy

BAI Ruchun

Abstract: The economic diplomacy is one of the characteristics of Japan’
s relations with Southeast Asian countries. Since the implementation of
the policy of innovation and opening up in the mid—1980s, Vietnam’s e-
conomy has made rapid development, its willingness to participate in
global economic and regional cooperation has been strong, and its ac
tions have been positive. In the 21st century, Vietnam has become a
new focus of Japan’s economic diplomacy in Southeast Asia. While in-
creasing economic assistance to Vietnam, Japan has close economic and
trade ties with Vietnam through bilateral and multilateral cooperation
framework agreements. Vietnam maintains the sustained economic
growth and faces the problem of economic stability and balanced devel-
opment. Japan has the willingness and strength to provide support to
this. Japan hopes to further strengthen its economic and trade relations
with Vietnam, promote interconnectivity and economic development be-
tween ASEAN and the Mekong region, and cooperate with the promo-
tion of its “free and open India— Pacific strategy,” which is also the need
to contain the influence of the Chinese region.

Keywords: Japan— Vietnam relations; regional economic cooperation; e-

conomic diplomacy; ASEAN; the third— party market

An Analysis of Japan’s Recent Policy towards Taiwan

WU Wanhong

Abstract: The Sino— Japanese relations had worsened since 2012. The
Abe administration had attempted to strengthen ties with Taiwan with

the aim of containing China as a short — term diplomatic tactic. Since

148
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2017, with the recovery of relations between China and Japan, the loss
has overweighed the gain for Japan in playing the “Taiwan card”, and
the Abe administration has begun to keep self —restraints on the Taiwan
issue. There will be no major breakthrough in terms of security coopera-
tion between Japan and Taiwan. Meanwhile, There will be also some
possibilities for Japan in supporting Taiwan in joining the international
organizations and promoting business and people—to— people exchanges
with Taiwan.

Keywords: Sino — Japanese relations; Taiwan; Japan’ s policy

towards Taiwan

A Study of “Solitary Death” Issue in Japan and Its Solution
Jiang Xinxing, Wei Kui

Abstract; The“solitary death” is the epitome of social problems caused
by Japan’s economic development and social structural changes. The
phenomenon of “solitary death” among the elderly evolved from three
periods, respectively the 1970s, the Great Hanshin Earthquake in
1990s, and the 2000s. With the background of industrialization, urbani
zation and a declining birth rate and an aging population, the extremely
small scale of Japanese social families, and the individualism of family
members has been expanding. Moreover, employment continues to in-
crease, and production and daily life continues to change. As a result,
“solitary death” is a kind of frequent phenomenon among the elderly.
With the extension of Japan's average life expectancy and the increasing
number of elderly people living alone, it has increased its difficulty in
coping with these problems.

Keywords: elderly people; social isolation; contacting with the commu-
nity; social participation
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