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The Study on the Dispositions of Ryukyu and the Sovereignty Issue
of Ryukyu since Modern Times

Chen Jingjing

Abstract: The disposition of Ryukyu, which took place at three occasions, not only embodies a history that the inhabitants of Ryukyu

was constantly betrayed, but also reflects the historical tensions between Ryukyu, China, Japan and the external power—the United

States. During the three disposition processes, all stakeholders were constantly engaged in the struggle between ‘disposition’ and ‘anti—

disposition’ . In particular, the fight within the Ryukyu islands was fiercest and the most enduring, lasting to today. This paper first offers

a historical overview of the three processes of disposition and analyzes the deep reasons behind the decisions made by each side.The

three dispositions were the outcome of international order evolution in east Asia, which revealed the Japanese development strategy since

modern times and the American Security Strategy in Far East since the second world war. For Japan and the United States, Ryukyu had

been playing as a piece of chess in each nation’ s strategy. It then moves on to discusses the history and the legal basis of Ryukyu’ s

sovereignty issue, which is internalized in the modern history of East Asia.

Key Words: the Dispositions of Ryukyu; Ryukyu Sovereignty; China; Japan; The United States
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