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sive “Eurasian partnership”.
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The Development and Outlook of Japan’s Policy towards RCEP
CHANG Sichun

Abstract: On November 5th, 2019, the 15 RCEP member states an-
nounced that the negotiations over all 20 chapters of texts and all the es-
sential problems about market access had been finished, and the review
of legal texts will be started to ensure that the agreement will be signed
in 2020. Compared with TPP, RCEP has some special characteristics in
its harder negotiation between more diversified member states with a
model led by small countries based on open, flexible and pragmatic prin-
ciples. Japan’s policy towards RCEP has undergone phases from balan-
cing China’s influence by replacing the “10-+3” mechanism with “10-+
6” mechanism, giving priority to TPP and negatively coping with
RCEP, leading RCEP negotiation progresses with the “high quality”
principle and actively prompting the RCEP negotiation including 16
states. In order to sign the RCEP agreement in 2020 as scheduled, Japan
has worked hard in persuading India to return to the RCEP negotiation,
strengthening the cooperation with China and lobbying other member
countries. Looking ahead, the finishing of RCEP negotiation will show a
united Asia based on more inclusive and pragmatic cooperation and send
a positive message of opposing trade protectionism and supporting free
trade and multilateralism, which is of great significance for the develop-
ment of the global economy as well as economies of China and Japan.
Keywords: RCEP; regional economic cooperation; mega FTA; industri-
al competitiveness; high quality
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