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Japan’s Strategy of Regionalism and Asian Cooperation in the Post Cold War
Era: With the Discussion upon Japan’s Position and Direction in the Building

of Regional Community Wu Huaizhong

Japan’ s strategy of regionalism has accelerated since the end of cold war, which, from the end of
the cold war to new emergence of great changes in the world and the American hegemony, has
undergone three stages of development, relatively characterized with economic and trade
cooperation, political and economic integration and political and strategic priority. The major
driving factors of Japan’ s strategy can be attributed to Japan — U. S. alliance, China’ s rise and
Japan’ s own identity. Under the typical unipolar world order, it can be further found that the main
independent variables that have direct impact on the formulation of Japanese regionalism strategy are
Japan — U. S. alliance and the growing gap between China and Japan in term of national strength,
rather than China — U. S. relations. The combination and interaction of those two variables produce
four dependent variables, three of which are the cause of difference of those three stages of
development above and the fourth contributes to the further analysis in the third section of the
article. Since the year 2018, with the dramatic changes of the world order and the growing
interaction between the variables Japan — U. S. alliance and the power transition between China and
Japan and the weakening unipolar system and the American hegemony, there is a growing new
trend of Asian regionalism and Japan attempts to adjust its strategy of regionalism by adopting the
multi — directional hedging, balancing political and economic goals, moving to strengthen the
partnership with other Asian countries. Those adjustment can be regarded as a prelude of a new
strategic trend, which will continue for a long time in the twists and turns and is expected to
provide some relatively favorable conditions for regional cooperation and integration in Asia and the

building of a regional community.
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