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Strategic Differences and Difficulties in Japan-South Korea Relations
WU Huaizhong

In recent years, Japan-ROK relations have been under constant tension, with historical
and territorial disputes, economic and trade frictions increasingly intensified. The role of
deep normalization played by the “strategic differences” has become gradually obvious.
Specifically, the strategic differences are generated and aggravated by the contradiction
on structural elements, such as major security policies, geopolitical conception and
coordination of alliance combination. As a new fundamental variable, it affects the
development trend of Japan-ROK relations from the deep structure: first, “DPRK factors”
and the policy towards DPRK caused the basic security policy differences between the
two sides; second, the two countries have been at odds over geostrategy on the rise of
China; third, the alliance management under the “Trump shock” has led to the aggravation
of the differences between Japan and the ROK. Due to internal and external factors, it
is highly likely that Japan and the ROK will gradually move towards tactical detente.
However, to truly achieve structural improvement and upgrading of bilateral relations, the
two countries need to resolve strategic differences by adjusting their strategic parameters

and rebuilding political consensus, the process of which is bound to face twists and turns.

The Devolution and Way Out of UN Peacekeeping
HE Yin

The core mission of UN peacekeeping has evolved from maintaining peace during the
Cold War period to maintaining peace and building peace during the Post-Cold War
period. Since 2010, due to the changes in conflict forms, the influence of interventionism,
the recklessness of the Security Council mandate and the manipulation of major powers,
the practice of UN peacekeeping has been devoluted from the“maintaining peace—
building peace”model to the*“building peace—keeping peace”model. The essence of
the peacekeeping devolution is that the political approach was replaced by the security
approach, which has dominated UN conflict management work. Reforms led by UN
Secretary-General have not yet addressed the problem of peacekeeping devolution. The
COVID-19 epidemic presents both challenges and opportunities for UN to reverse the
trend of peacekeeping develution. China should actively promote the return of the UN

peacekeeping to the track of evolution.

140



