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Soft Balancing: Japan’s Diplomacy towards Small Powers under the Indo -
Pacific Strategy
Meng Xiaoxu

Japan’s Indo — Pacific strategy is a soft balancing strategy, which, with the highlight of the
“balance of threat”, has strong ideological motivation, resorts to diplomatic coordination and
institutional constraints, emphasizes the informal alliance, international law and other “soft ways”
to construct an international order favorable for its national interest. Japan’ s Indo — Pacific strategy
attaches great importance to small powers by attempting to restrict great powers’ implementing
threatening policies through maintaining and managing the existing order rather than directly
weakening their powers. Based on the uniqueness of power, strategic preference and strategic needs
of small powers, Japan, under the image of international public goods providers and rule — based

international order defenders, has formed strategic consensus with small powers, promoted high —
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quality infrastructure interconnection and high — standard regional economic and trade agreements
and strengthened security cooperation based on security capability supporting and security system
building. With those actions, Japan attempts to promote the diplomacy to small powers in the Indo —
Pacific region. The article, focusing on Japan’s diplomacy towards Sri Lanka, which is considered
as a “key small power”, analyzes Japan’ s diplomacy towards small powers under the Indo —
Pacific strategy. Under the situation of the strategic concentration of U.S., changing regional
situation and its own strategic transformation, Japan regards small powers in Indo — Pacific as the
objects to practice its ambition of great power and the strategic partners for “containing” the rising

power, and its policy has complicated impact that is worthy of in — depth investigation.
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