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Sato Governments Policy toward Ryukyu: Vague Position
and Gradual Approach

CHEN Jing-jing
(Institute of Japanese Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100007, China)

Abstract: Eisaku Sato visited the U. S. three times during his administration, and pushed the U. S. to give
up Ryukyu islands” administrative power gradually. These summits exemplified Sato Ryukyu’s policy ap-
proach to resolve the Ryukyu issue. In fact, the forces behind the scenes were from people in Ryukyu and
mainland Japan (especially the opposition parties) advocating “return”, and Sato’s Ryukyu policy was more
a response to their attitude. Their attitude was changing gradually. Sato considered how to solve the Ryu-
kyu issue from the perspective of Far East security, and formulated countermeasures based on these atti-
tudes without harming the functions of the Ryukyu base. Sato’s basic guideline for dealing with the Ryukyu
issue is trial, vagueness, and gradual progress. The main reason for adopting such a strategy is his domes-
tic political status and the unequal alliance between Japan and the United States. The Ryukyu issue is
closely connected with the Japan-US alliance. At the time, it was a sensitive issue that could cause political
turmoil and even division in Japan. If it is not handled properly. it may not only endanger Japan's domestic
politics, but may also lead to the deterioration of the Japan-US alliance. Either situation is sufficient to end
Sato's political life.

Key words: Sato Eisaku; Japan; Ryukyu; Okinawa



