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The Strategic Evolution of Japans ODA to Africa after
World War II: From 1.0 to 3.0
PAN Wanli' BAI Ruchun® LYU Yaodong’
(1. School of Japanese Studies Dalian University of Foreign Languages Dalian Liaoning 116044 China;
2. Institute of Japanese Studies Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100007 China)

Abstract: Since the end of the World War II  Japant aid to Africa has been adjusting on a dynamic ba—
sis. During the cold war Japan primarily focused on pursuing economic interests. After the cold war Ja—
pan began to seek predominantly political interests through the aid to Africa. In recent years with Japans
domestic financial situation becoming more grim and the value of investing in Africa increasingly coming to
the fore Japan’s policy toward Africa has registered a visible shift from assisting Africa to investing or
re — pursuing economic interests in the continent. As such in order to foster a favorable investing envi-—
ronment for Japanese companies in Africa the Japanese government has been striving to assist African
countries in infrastructure construction and legal system integration by means of ODA  with a view to im—
proving the geographical conditions of Africa and whetting the investment appetite of Japanese companies
thereby driving up the domestic economic growth of Japan. Meanwhile as China rolls out the Belt and
Road Initiative China and Japan have much to collaborate and coordinate on in Africa.
Key Words: Japans aid to Africa Tokyo International Conference on African Development investment in

Africa high - quality infrastructure construction Sino — Japan cooperation
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