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takes the Western Balkan issue in China—EU relations as a special case to study the specific
connotations of the discourse of identifying China as a “rival” in the European political and
public opinion fields and the functions of relationship capital and habitus. The empirical
study shows that the European political and public opinion fields have formed a basic con—
sensus on the discourse of “China being a rival” when dealing with the construction of the
Belt and Road Initiative in the Western Balkans. By comparing the public opinion fields in
China and in the Western Balkans this article points out that the independent development
of public opinion field in Europe is increasingly restricted by habitus and capital and tends
to be based on ideology rather than facts. This article puts forward some policy suggestions

on improving China’ s international discourse on the Western Balkan issue.

The Transformation of International Order and the Strengthening of Strategic
Cooperation between Japan and Europe

CHEN Jingjing ZHANG Yong

Under the context of profound changes unseen in a century the international order has been
undergoing rapid transformation With the return of power politics the international order
has been in shake the strategic competition between China and US intensified and the ge—
opolitical factor become an important consideration for Japan to formulate its foreign strate—
gy. In order to play an active role in the transformation of international order safeguard and
expand their strategic interests influence and even lead the reshaping of international or—
der Japan and Europe began to construct their bilateral relations from a global perspective
actively enrich the connotation of the strategic partnership and accelerate comprehensive
cooperation in the fields of economy security and strategy. Thus the relations between Ja—
pan and Europe entered a “honeymoon” period that attracted so much attention during the
process of which the two sides put an emphasis on maintaining the so—called “rule—based
international order” and value—oriented diplomacy on the basis of ensuring practical inter—
ests. While trying to seek profits from China Europe and Japan wish to regulate China’ s
international behaviors by rules and to avoid the risk of US unilateralism and enhance the
strategic cooperative relationship with the US. From the posture of the strategic approaches
of Japan and Europe the cooperation between the two sides has been comprehensive and
shown a state of relying on each other strategically which implies their strategic ambition of

shaping a new order actively. At the same time we should recognize that how close the two
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sides can approach each other and how far their ambitions can be realized are still subject to
a multiple of practical factors. China should pay close attention to the influence of the stra—
tegic partnership between Japan and Europe and prepare relevant knowledge storage and

policy response in theory and practice.

Strategic Alliance of Multinationals and Russia—Europe Gas Politics

FU Jingyun ZHONG Feiteng

Based on the relevant theories of International Political Economy International Business
and Institutional Economics this article introduces “strategic alliance” as an independent
unit into the analysis of the interaction between multinationals and geopolitics. It aims to in—
vestigate the mechanism and logic by which commercial interests affect geopolitics. Multina—
tionals can use “strategic alliance” as an effective institutional arrangement to lock in geo—
political risks caused by state actors. Furthermore this article constructs a “strategic alli—
ance—geopolitics” framework to examine the four interaction models through case studies of
the Nord Stream South Stream and Nabucco Pipelines. This article finds out that market
power and alliance structure are the core factors that determine whether strategic alliances
can hedge geopolitical risk. In terms of the interaction between the two factors market share
and company size not only affect the market power of multinationals but also determine
their ability to dominate alliance partnerships. Different types of alliance structures in turn
affect strategic alliances’ use of market power to hedge risk. This article also finds out that
adjusting the shareholding structure is an important means for strategic alliances to respond
to geopolitical risk in that changes in the shareholding structure can not only adjust the
weight of multinationals in alliance decisions but change the market power of strategic alli—
ances. The “strategic alliance—geopolitics” framework provides a new perspective for exami—
ning Russia—Europe gas politics. It also provides useful enlightenment for Chinese energy

companies to hedge geopolitical risks when they operate overseas.

The Path of Knowledge Economy Transformation in Coordinated Capitalism:
Case Studies of Sweden and Germany

JIANG Zunze

The diversified capitalism models have distinctive political structures which restricts the

path choice of knowledge economy transformation. As far as the transformation of knowledge



