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the war of aggression in the name of “Moralische Energie”, opening up a
new way to interpret the “Great East Asia Co-prosperity Sphere” and to
distort the nature of war. Japan’s defeat proved the fragility and decep-
tion of its “moral vitality” theory, but in dealing with the dilemma after
the defeat, they still denanded the inspiration from the “moral” power.
The ambiguity of ideology and the responsibility of war carried by their
“moral” speech need to be further investigated. More importantly, their
“moral” theory and the concept of “moral state” provide the ideological
fonndation for the construction of “moral state”in the Japanese society today.
Keywords: Kyoto School; philosophy of world history; morality; Mor-

alische Energie; Koyama Iwao

Japan’s African Diplomacy under COVID-19. Focusing on the Japan’s
Aid to Africa in Fighting against the Epidemic
WANG Yichen

Abstract: Since the establishment of the Tokyo International Conference
on African Development (TICAD), Japan has attached growing strate-
gic importance to Africa, strengthening bilateral and multilateral cooper-
ation in key areas with African countries. The outbreak of COVID-19
epidemic in 2020 had a severe impact on African countries. As a country
with great influence in medical and health area as well as a major power
in foreign aid, Japan has enhanced emergency assistance to Africa and
pursued active diplomacy to fight against the epidemic, so as to develop
its influence in Africa and deepen relations with African countries. This
article starts with Japan’s strategic layout for Africa before the COVID-
19, focuses on new changes of Japan’s emergency aid to Africa after the out-
break and tries to analyze its motivation and trends of its policy in the future.
Keywords: Japan; Africa; COVID-19; foreign aid; Anti-epidemic diplomacy
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