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New Trends in Japan’s Foreign Economic Strategy Under the COVID-19
CHANG Sichun

Abstract; With the new wave of “de-globalization” pushed by the COV-
ID-19 epidemic and the upcoming reshape of geopolitical and economic
pattern in the post-pandemic era, Japan’s foreign economic strategy has
also become more proactive. At the global level, Japan is committed to
playing a leading role in WTO reform, strengthening cooperation with
the United States and Europe, and actively leading the setting of rele-
vant issues and the formulation of international rules. At the regional
level, Japan actively promotes the entry into force of RCEP as soon as
possible. And it also strives to expand the rule system in its own interest
to the entire Asia-Pacific region and even to the global level through
CPTPP expansion. At the domestic level, Japan has tightened its eco-
nomic security policy, improved its mechanism and legal system, and ac-
tively joined hands with extra-territorial countries to strengthen supply
chain security and export control. As the COVID-19 further accelerates
the changes in the international order, Japan’s foreign economic strategy
will pay more attention to seizing the dominance of discourse in the for-
mation of international economic rules so that it can possibly take the
leadership of international economic and trade competition. Japan will
also focus more on integration of economic development into security to
strengthen its international competitiveness.

Keywords: COVID-19; WTO Reform; wide-area FTA strategy; economr

ic security and safeguard; supply chain
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