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Relationship between Japan and Saudi Arabia from Complex Interdependence Perspective
Hua Jiali', Pang Zhongpeng’
(1. Department of Japanese Studies, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China;
2. Institute of Japan, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100007, China)

Abstract; The neoliberal masters Robert O. Keohane and Joseph S. Nye creatively put forward the hypothesis
of the “complex interdependence” mode in refuting the realism hypothesis. In view of the multi-channel exchanges
between Japan and Saudi Arabia, the non-hierarchical division of issues, and the characteristics of the secondary
role of military power, the logic of the relationship between Japan and Saudi Arabia can be explained with asymmet-
ric complex interdependence. The degree of interdependence between the two countries can be measured by the
strength of the two variables in “sensitivity” and “vulnerability” in the fields of energy, economy and trade, and
politics. This is helpful for understanding the current situation of Japan-Saudi relations and analyzing the future di-
rection of Japan’s diplomatic strategy towards Saudi Arabia and the entire Middle East region.

Key Words: Japan-Saudi relations; complex interdependence ; Japanese diplomacy; Middle East diplomacy;

energy diplomacy
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