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power, mandatory power, institutional power and productive power that China and
Russia have respectively imposed in the process of participating in the resolution of the
Syria crisis, and analyze the reasons behind them. The major powers represented by
China and Russia should coordinate their positions and cooperate closely in resolving
regional and global crises, although they have different power models and influences. In
the future, China and Russia should further play the role of a responsible major power
in participating in the post —war reconstruction of Syria and other global crises
governance, and promote the reform of global governance in the post — epidemic era.

Key Words: Global Governance, Power Model, China, Russia, Syria Crisis

NATO Eastward Expansion and the Ukraine Crisis
Han Kedi
After the end of the cold war, NATO has achieved five rounds of eastward
expansion. Russia’s attitude towards NATO eastward expansion has changed from
vigilance to hope to join NATO, and then to a strong opposition. The Russian
government insists that the U. S. had promised that NATO would not expand eastward,
but there was no clear commitment or agreement between the U. S. and Russia to stop
NATO expansion when Germany was reunified in 1990. After 2021, Putin’s government
became more and more tough on NATO eastward expansion, especially on Ukraine’ s
accession to NATO, and demanded that NATO make a legal commitment to stop its
expansion. Ukraine’s attitude towards NATO has changed from vacillation to
nonalignment, and then to its insistence on joining NATO. The Cold War mindset of the
U. S. and the traditional concept of Russia are two important factors for the outbreak and
escalation of the Ukraine Crisis. The conflict between the U. S. and Russia over NATO
eastward expansion reflects the respective understanding of the principles of inviolability

of sovereignty and indivisibility of security.

Key Words; NATO Eastward Expansion, U.S., Russia, Ukraine, Ukraine Crisis

The Influence of Ukraine Crisis Escalation on Japan — Russia Relations and Its
Future Trend

Pan Wanli, Bai Ruchun
After the escalation of the Ukraine crisis, Japan followed Europe and the United
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States to take a series of sanctions against Russia, reflecting a clear position of
“supporting Ukraine and opposing Russia”. Japan’ s action caused a strong reaction
from Russia, leading to the freezing point of bilateral relations. The strong stance taken
by the Kishida’s government towards Russia is the result of the comprehensive effect of
various factors at home and abroad. On the one hand, in the context of Abe’ s
diplomatic frustration with Russia, Fumio Kishida urgently needs to take this
opportunity to reshape Japan’s foreign policy towards Russia and lay the foundation for
long — term governance; On the other hand, this move also has the purpose of sharing
the responsibility of the alliance and taking the opportunity to unite with Western
countries to put pressure on China. The conflict between Russia and Ukraine has had a
serious impact on Japan — Russia relations. Japan no longer regards Russia as a partner,
but as a “subject to be dealt with”. As Japan’s impetus for developing Japan — Russia
relations has been seriously weakened, and domestic public opinion towards Russia has
become tough, as well as the influence of external factors such as the Japan — US
alliance, unless Russia makes major substantive concessions on issues involving
Japan’s national interests, Japan — Russia relations may be difficult to improve in the
future.

Key Words: Russia — Ukraine Conflict, Japan — Russia Relations, Territorial

Issues, Peace Treaty

Spillover and Breakthrough: The Impact of the Escalation of Ukraine Crisis on
the Middle East
Tang Zhichao
The Middle East is one of the regions most affected by the spillover of the Russia —
Ukraine conflict. This conflict has had a series of important impacts on the region in
many aspects, such as food security, energy cooperation, economic and social
stability, geopolitics, and regional security. Under the multiple impacts of great power
competition, Russia — Ukraine conflict, COVID -19 epidemic and political upheaval,
the Middle East region is particularly vulnerable and sensitive. On the whole, the
relations between Russia and countries in the Middle East have not been seriously
adversely affected. The Middle East countries have basically taken a neutral attitude

towards the conflict and are unwilling to join the Western sanctions against Russia. This
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