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an important step towards achieving these goals. However, even in this case, the
United States, which occupies the advantage of cutting-edge chip manufacturing
technology, is difficult to get rid of its dependence on East Asia. Besides, due to
the lack of advanced packaging ecology and highly skilled workers in the US, and
the difficulty of uniting allies to contain China, the ambition of the United States

to reshape the semiconductor industry chain faces great challenges.

The Moves of the Yoon Seok-youl Administration to Build a South Korea-
US Global Comprehensive Strategic Alliance and Its Implications, by Li

Jun, Director and Senior Research Fellow at the Division for Asian Studies of
the Institute of International Strategic Studies, Party School of the CPC Central
Committee (China National School of Administration). Since the inauguration
of the Yoon Seok-youl administration, the South Korean government has put
the South Korea-US alliance at the top of its diplomatic agenda, calling for the
establishment of a global comprehensive strategic alliance between the two
countries, and actively implemented it in three aspects: political and military,
economic and technological, and global issues. In essence, it is a concentrated
reflection of the pro-American policy line of the conservative camp in South
Korea, but specifically, it is also related to the special pro-American complex of
Yoon Seok-youl personally. It is the result of the long planning of Yoon Seok-
youl and his foreign policy team, and reflects the overall cognition and judgment
of the Yoon Seok-youl government on international issues. At the same time, the
Ukraine crisis and other external stimuli should not be ignored. As 2023 marks the
70th anniversary of the South Korea-US alliance, the two countries will further
consolidate and upgrade bilateral ties. The active building of the South Korea-
US global comprehensive strategic alliance by the Yoon Seok-youl administration
not only harms the strategic mutual trust between China and the ROK, but
also does nothing good to improve the inter-Korean relations and promote the
denuclearization process of the Korean Peninsula, and hurts the overall peace and
stability of Northeast Asia.

112 The Motivation of the ROK and Japan to Improve Their Bilateral Relations
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and Its Trend, by Dr. Xie Ruochu, Lecturer at the Department of International
Politics, University of International Relations; and Lyu Yaodong, Vice President
and Doctoral Supervisor at the Institute of Japanese Studies, CASS. As two
important countries in Northeast Asia with disputes over historical issues and
practical interests, the relationship between South Korea and Japan is closely
related to the regional security situation and the process of regional integration,
and also has a profound impact on China’s surrounding security environment.
Since the Yoon Seok-youl administration took office in South Korea, relations
between the ROK and Japan have shown signs of improvement in many aspects,
which is not only the result of the consideration of their own interests, but also
inseparable from the coordination by their common ally the United States.
Although the improvement of relations between South Korea and Japan faces
various constraints due to the poor stability of the Yoon Seok-youl administration,
the persistent historical issues between the two countries, and the lack of
endogenous impetus for the improvement of bilateral relations, it cannot be
ignored that it will undoubtedly have an impact on the situation on the Korean
Peninsula, South Korea’s policy toward China, and the regional policy of the
United States. Therefore, we should pay full attention to and be highly vigilant

against its trend.

Opportunities and Challenges for China to Deepen Cooperation with the
Pacific Island Countries, by Sun Lu, Postdoctoral Fellow at the Institute of

Asia-Pacific and Global Strategic Studies, CASS. Based on a brief introduction
of the history and national conditions of the Pacific island countries as well as
the history and current situation of the friendly cooperation between China and
the South Pacific island countries in the past 40 years, this paper summarizes
and analyzes the opportunities and challenges in the cooperation between China
and the South Pacific region, and puts forward some policy suggestions on how
to better expand and deepen the cooperation between the two sides in the future.
Opportunities include the need for China and the South Pacific island countries
to expand and deepen cooperation in development and security; the challenges

mainly come from the resistance of the United States and other Western countries

-157-



