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The Edge of Empire: Identity Formation and Its Influence during the Japanese
Colonial Rule of Ryukyu

SUN Jiashen & XIANG Jie

Abstract: In 1879, Japan forcibly annexed Ryukyu to set up Okinawa Prefecture, and then began to
assimilate the Ryukyu ethnic groups on the edge of the empire into “Yamato-ization” and “Imperialization”,
shaping the “Imperial Citizens” under the rule of the Japanese Empire. In the process of ethnic assimilation,
the strong ethnic group will impose cultural identity on the weak ethnic group. In the process of constructing
the so-called “single-ethnic state myth”, Japan implemented a strict cultural assimilation policy on Ryukyu,
controlled education, and transformed social customs. On the other hand, the emphasis was placed on
the awareness of difference, and the Ryukyu people, who were located at the southern tip of the Japanese
archipelago, were instilled with the idea that they were “second-class citizens” who defended the Japanese
mainland, thus forming a relatively deformed assimilation model. The consequence of this relatively
deformed assimilation model was that the Ryukyu people were eager to be accepted by the Yamato people,
but at the same time, due to discrimination and oppression, they advocated “individuality theory”, thus
forming a complex ethnic identity consciousness.

Keywords: Japan; Ryukyu; yamatoization: imperialization; identity shaping



