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Abstracts

An Analysis of Japan — NATO Security Cooperation from the Perspective of
Alliance Transformation Xie Xiaoguang and Song Zhaosheng

As an important node in the “networked” expansion of the U. S. alliance system, the U. S. — Japan
alliance has formed a linkage with NATO’ s turn toward “ Asia — Pacificization” , and against this
backdrop, Japan — NATO security cooperation has shown a clear trend of strengthening. The
process of Japan — NATO security cooperation has unfolded in parallel with the transformation of
both the U. S. — Japan alliance and NATO, evolving through stages from marginal detachment, to
partial involvement, and eventually to embedded integration. During this process, the driving
forces behind the transformations of the U.S.-Japan alliance and NATO have continued to
converge, with factors such as balancing external threats, coordinating the distribution of interests,
and fulfilling internal demands serving as the primary motivations for promoting Japan — NATO
security cooperation. As Japan and NATO deepen their collaboration in institutional construction,
practical operations, and modes of engagement, the constraints inherent in the transformation
processes of the U.S. —Japan alliance and NATO have become increasingly pronounced. The
uncertainty of the effectiveness of U. S. mediation, the divergences in coordination objectives, and
the inherent limitations of security dependence together define the limits of Japan — NATO security
cooperation, preventing their relationship from advancing to a coupled stage with the characteristics
of a traditional military alliance. Within a foreseeable scope, Japan and NATO are therefore
expected to maintain a posture of “limited strengthening” of security cooperation, continuing within
the boundaries of embedded interconnection rather than evolving into a comprehensive military

alliance.

Japan’s Space Cooperation with the U.S.in the Context of Japan’s
Militarization of Space Strategy Lu Hao

In recent years, driven by a heightened awareness of strategic autonomy and the securitization of
national strategy, Japan has pursued a more proactive approach to securing the strategic high
ground in outer space. It has advanced the militarization of its space strategy along multiple fronts,
designating cooperation with the United States as a central means to achieve this objective. U. S. —
Japan space cooperation is marked by a pronounced strategic orientation and military character,

’

grounded in their so —called shared “ threat perceptions” and reciprocal strategic needs.
Increasingly, it has become an emerging driving force in the transformation of the U. S. - Japan
alliance, with cooperative mechanisms strengthening and displaying tendencies toward
multilateralization and networkization. At present, U.S.- Japan military cooperation in space is
accelerating across a wide range of areas, including facility sharing, force development,

technological research and innovation, and rule — making. Japan’ s strategic initiative and goal —
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directed orientation in both the military utilization of outer space and in space cooperation with the
United States are visibly intensifying. However, the deepening of U.S.-Japan military
collaboration in space has exerted negative impacts on space security governance and has further

exacerbated security tensions with China.

The “Dual — Layer Hedging” Strategy of Japanese Semiconductor Firms in the
Context of U. S. — China Technological Competition
Wang Chao and Wei Peng

The semiconductor industry has emerged as both the focal point and the critical arena of U.S. —
China technological competition. Under intensifying U. S. pressure on allies such as Japan to pursue
“de — Sinicization”, semiconductors have increasingly become an instrument of geopolitical
contestation. In this context, Japanese semiconductor firms have adopted a “dual — layer hedging”
strategy that combines state and market dimensions, leveraging the geopolitical environment to
promote the revival of Japan’s semiconductor sector. On the one hand, at the national level, they
hedge against political risks by aligning with U.S. — Japan governmental regulatory policies,
conducting micro — level economic diplomacy with China, introducing key overseas resources, and
consolidating domestic industrial foundations, thereby enhancing strategic autonomy on the
production side. On the other hand, at the market level, they implement commercial hedging by
expanding counter — cyclically into China’ s mature — process market while simultaneously
cultivating high — end application markets in Europe and the United States, thus constructing a
diversified configuration on the sales side. Shaped by negative perceptions of “de — Sinicization”
the endogenous impetus of industrial policy, external pull factors, and their relatively weak
discursive power within the global semiconductor value chain, Japanese semiconductor enterprises
have pursued this “dual — layer hedging” strategy to advance the restructuring of the semiconductor
industry with Japan as a supply — chain hub, to constrain China’ s semiconductor upgrading and
national security development, and ultimately to accelerate the evolution of the global power

structure while expanding the flexibility of international relations.

The Practical Characteristics of Japan’s Efforts to Safeguard National
Cultural Security in the Postwar Era Zhang Jianli

The issue of national cultural security has become a prominent topic of concern across disciplines
such as political science, international relations, cultural studies, and communication theory. In
postwar Japan’ s practices of safeguarding national cultural security, “culture” has been treated
both as an object requiring protection in line with the times and as an instrument for maintaining
national security. This dual characteristic is clearly reflected in several areas, including the
protection and utilization of the imperial institution, the absorption and instrumentalization of
Western bourgeois values, and the cultivation and application of cultural soft power. The protection
of the emperor system and the utilization of the imperial family have played a significant role in
sustaining Japan’s sense of national identity and enhancing its national image, though the
declining number of imperial family members has posed new challenges to the system’ s
continuity. While Western bourgeois values have gradually permeated Japanese society, the so —
called “values diplomacy” has achieved little substantive effect. By contrast, the cultivation and

application of cultural soft power have proven highly effective, both in boosting domestic cultural
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