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and heightens the potential risk of further political rightward drift. Given that the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party’s support base has already been significantly eroded by the expansion of
opposition forces, whether the current fragmentation of the opposition will evolve into a broader
pattern of party system fragmentation including the ruling party itself has become a critical issue in

the study of contemporary Japanese politics.

An Analysis of Japan’ s Economic Security Strategy under the New Strategic
Environment Cui Jian and Zhang Zhongyi

Since 2020, Japan’s economic security strategy, incorporating new ideas such as strategic
autonomy and strategic indispensability, has gradually taken shape. At the same time, economic
security has become deeply embedded in Japan’s overall national security strategy. As the
implementation of this strategy has progressed, its agency has become increasingly evident. First,
Japan’ s economic security strategy demonstrates a proactive orientation even when framed in
defensive terms. This is particularly evident in the evolution of strategic thinking and institutional
development, as well as in industrial policy design and corporate management practices. Second,
Japan’ s economic security strategy contains elements of offensiveness within a broader context of
strategic competition. In practice, policy measures with offensive characteristics have emerged
across multiple domains. This article focuses on two of the most prominent areas: the exploration of
more effective use of economic coercive instruments such as export controls, and the growing
emphasis on cultivating cutting — edge technologies that enhance strategic indispensability. The
strengthening of agency in Japan’ s economic security strategy is driven primarily by changes in
Japan’ s domestic political environment and fundamental shifts in its national and economic security
strategies. In addition, the broader international context, marked by the increasing salience of
economic security and the policy approaches adopted by major actors such as the United States and

the European Union, has also exerted significant influence.

The Logic of the Defeated; Japan’ s Defense and Security Perceptions in a
State of Alienation Zhang Yong and Meng Fanchao

As both the initiator of external aggression and a defeated power, postwar Japan has developed
defense and security ideas with characteristics markedly different from those of other states. These
characteristics are concentrated in what this article calls a “loser’ s logic”, a trajectory that moves
from embracing defeat to seeking to overcome it. Driven by apprehension about the potential “loss of
control” of military power, Japanese society has long been more concerned with “internal threats” ,
generating a self —restraining security outlook. On the one hand, Japan has emphasized juridical
regulation, displaying an approach akin to “no action without legal authorization”. On the other
hand, the question of how to constrain the Self — Defense Forces has constituted a central
proposition in the construction of Japan’s defense and security architecture. As threat perceptions
have shifted from the internal to the external, responding to “external threats” has come to be
treated as the foremost concern. The loser’s logic, grounded in historical lessons, has been
increasingly challenged by proponents of Japan as a “normal country”, and is no longer regarded
as an unquestionable guiding principle for Japan’s defense and security policy. Particularly under

the “Abe line,” the notion of a “normal country” has been associated with the pursuit of great—
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