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The Historical Roots and Modes of Struggle in the Okinawan Human Rights Movement
Xiang Jie' Sun Jiashen
(1. School of Social Sciences, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084 ; 2. Institute of Japanese Studies ,
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100007, China)
Abstract: Residents of Okinawa suffer from multiple overlapping problems, including the excessive concentration of
U.S. military bases, environmental pollution caused by these bases, the extraterritorial privileges of U. S. soldiers,
and long-standing ethnic discrimination by the Yamato people against the Ryukyuan population. Within the complex
and ever-changing landscape of international geopolitics, Okinawans have long faced economic and social development
pressures — as well as potential war risks — under the framework of the Japan-U. S. alliance, and have thus been
compelled to continuously explore their own space for survival and development. In recent years, the acceleration of
Japan and the United States’ militarization of the Ryukyu Islands has further intensified the human rights crisis in
Okinawa. This study aims to examine the historical roots, current situation, and core characteristics of Okinawa’s
human rights issues, and to analyze the concrete practices of human rights organizations — such as the All-Okinawa
Council, the Okinawa Peace Movement Center, Okinawan media outlets, the One-Tsubo Anti-War Landowners’
Association, the Association of Indigenous Ryukyuans, and Okinawan youth and women’s groups — in their nonviolent
resistance, legal advocacy, and construction of international discourses to safeguard human rights in Okinawa.

Keywords: Ryukyu; Okinawa; human rights movement; U.S. military bases; anti-base movement
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