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Japanese Security Policy in the Postwar Era: The Development of “Military
Normalization” Lu Hao

The fundamental clue and key feature of Japanese security policy in the postwar era is the
development of its “military normalization”, which aims at restoring “security sovereignty ” and
developing military capacity compatible with its national strength and is achieved through improving
self - defending ability, as well as relying on and making use of U. S — Japan military alliance. In

y

the Cold War era, Japanese “military normalization” is at the stage of early exploration and stable
development. Since the end of Cold War, it has been accelerated and implemented in all
aspects. During the period, the evolution of the theory and practice of Japan’s  national
normalization” and the changing of U. S. regional strategy, acting respectively as the internal and
external factors, have given incentive to the development of Japanese “military normalization” . In

the long term, the growing consciousness of security on the basis of self — determination will serve

as the major driving force for the development of Japanese “military normalization”.
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