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“Omne ~ party Dominance” of LDP in Japan’s 47th Parliamentary Election
Zhang Boyu

The LDP — Komeito ruling coalition gained over two thirds of the seats in the lower house in
Japan’ s 47th parliamentary election, which has ensured the continuation of one — party dominance
of LDP in Japanese politics. In terms of political strategy and electoral tactics, Prime Minister Abe
and his campaign team chose the best timing to dissolve the lower house, kept the focus of policy
debate on Abenomics and “ attacking target” on the DPJ politicians, facilitating the favorable
condition for LDP to win the election. In terms of the political environment, the weakening of DPJ
as the major opposition party, the coordination between LDP and Komeito Party and the
“fragmentation” of the opposition parties have all served as driving factors for the LDP’ s victory.
In the case of the 47th parliamentary election, the “one — party dominance” of LDP in the 47th
parliamentary election is the result of Abe’s successful electoral strategy and Japanese political

environment.
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