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The Role and Influence of Japanese Think —tank from Theoretical and
Methodical Prospective
Wang Ping

To study the structures and activities of think — tanks in different countries is an effective way to
understand the domestic and foreign policies of the governments. Based on an in — depth analysis of
the role and influence of Japanese think — tank in the decision — making process, the article argues
that think - tanks should take the public spirit as its basic principles. Since the end of the Cold
War, great changes have taken place in the role of Japanese think — tanks, which is shifted from an
enterprise — oriented consulter to a government — oriented policy research platform. Japan has
experienced three major waves of development of think — tanks, and is now at the stage of

adjustment period. Its experience is a valuable reference for China’ s developing think — tanks.
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