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Abstracts

Japan’s Pursuit of “Strategic Independence”: Measures, Causes and
Constraints
Wu Huaizhong

Since Shinzo Abe resumed the position of Prime Minister, Japan has accelerated
its pursuit of the status of a “normal power”, leading to a dramatic improvement of
strategic independence and a corresponding change in its national image as well as
political paradigm. The Abe administration has stepped up efforts to promote Japan’s
strategic independence, which is a response to a combination of shocks brought about
by major changes in international environment. The most salient measures Japan has
taken for greater strategic independence lie in the policies and maneuvers “outside
the alliance”: leading the restructuring of free trade rules and order internationally,
promoting the conception of “Indo-Pacific Strategy” regionally, and advocating “Japan-
China Coordination” in major-country relations. Japan’s moves in pursuing strategic
independence have received worldwide attention, but they also face domestic and
international constraints posed by such factors as the Japan-US alliance, geopolitics and
security perceptions. Confronting with both the upside and downside of the Japanese
policies, it is advisable for China to actively encourage healthy developments, seek gains
and avoid negative impact.

New Developments in Japan’s Free Trade Strategy and Its Implications
He Ping

Japan is currently the most active country in promoting “Mega FTAs”, which epitomizes
the new developments in its free trade strategy. Japan’s efforts to promote “Mega FTAs”
proceeds from multiple considerations, including seeking economic benefit, promoting
domestic restructuring, and building a major-country image. Japan’s adjustments of
its free trade strategy led to new changes in the leadership structure in the Asia-Pacific
integration, accelerated competition among different “Mega FTAs”, and pushed the
rivalry between regionalism and multilateralism over trade liberalization onto a new
stage. Japan’s implementation of its new trade strategy is confronted with such constraints
as its weak position in agenda-setting and rules-making, challenges of “competitive
liberalization” and uncertainties of the US policies.
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