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Two-way Defense Cooperation System between Japan and USA

——Adjustment and Interaction of Japan-US Defense Policy in 1970s
Wu Huaizhong
( Institute of Japanese Studies Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100007)

Abstract: In a quite long period after the Japan-US security system was established it was chiefly a one-way non-equi—
librium pattern with Japan’s “military bases in exchange for protection”. It was not until the 1970s that the two countries
began to substantially strengthen the two-way defense cooperation. With the introduction of “Nixonism” the United States
sent the message to Japan that the latter must share its security responsibilities. When the Cold War eased off Japan needed
to strengthen cooperation with US on account of the “concept of basic defense forces ” and the two sides began to coordinate
and initiated the process of negotiation for the two-way cooperation agreement. The result was the formulation of the first
“Guidelines for Japan-US Defense Cooperation”after World War II. This document clarified the Japanese-US joint opera—
tions and role-sharing when Japan was “in trouble” and was the initial construction of a two-way defense cooperation sys—
tem between the two countries. Since then with the practices of the Japanese Suzuki and Nakasone Cabinets and the US
Reagan Administration the pattern which started in the 1970s has been further developed and consolidated.
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