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The Political Factors in Japan’s Determine Reiwa as the New Reign Title

Gao Hong

The abdication of Emperor Akihito and enthronement of Emperor Naruhito is a crucial event in
Japan’ s political history and the new reign title Reiwa also has profound meaning. In Japan’ s
political history to defend the continuation of the reign title system and to interpret the imperial
system throughout the constitution are always important issues for the conservatives with disputes
over them in different periods. The determine process of Reiwa as the new reign title is not in the
context of the confrontation between conservatives and progressivists as that was in the past and
it imposes less impact on Japan’s society than the disputes over the continuation of the reign title
system in the past did; however the Abe administration” s intentional “disconnecting with China”
and the related black — door political operations also reflect the political vision of conservatives

nowadays providing some implication of Japan’s future development in the new Reiwa Period.
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