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to them. Contrary to the “coercive” strategy, the “reassurance” strategy underlines
the importance of winning the trust and confidence of other countries via positive
incentives. Based on a critical integration of the existing literature, this paper tends
to discuss two important dimensions: ways of sending good will (emotion-substance)
and sources of cost (endogenous-exogenous). Logically speaking, there are four
paths to expressing reassuring good-neighboring signals: good neighborliness
discourse, interdependence, selfless assistance and institutional restraint. Faced with
China’s assurance, Southeast Asian countries will actively explore and identify their
possible choices, and then examine and evaluate China’s signals from four strategic
perspectives: bargaining, socialization, hedging exploration and institutional
containment. Due to the problem of subjectivity in the credibility assessment of
signals, Southeast Asian countries have different understandings of China’s
reassurance efforts. In view of this, China’s diplomacy needs to stimulate
perspective-taking and understand the exploratory attempts of these neighboring
countries.

[Keywords] China’s peaceful rise, signal transmission, intention perception,
strategic reassurance, trust building
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The Construction and Impact of Japan’s “Multi-Domain Defense
Force” in the Competitive Era
MENG Xiaoxu

[Abstract] Japan’s new defense strategy of “multi-domain defense force” extends
Japan’s defense from traditional fields of land, sea, air to multiple domains like
space, cyberspace and electromagnetism with greater emphasis on an integrated
defense among various domains. As a comprehensive defense strategy, it also
underlines defense on all fronts and at all stages from peacetime to “emergency”,
from self-defense to Japan-US alliance and multi-layered security cooperation, from
“front battlefield” to “rear system”. In order to carry out “cross-domain operation”,
Japan has put forward priority projects and focused actions, placing particular
emphasis on acquiring and reinforcing relevant defense capabilities in new domains
such as space, cyberspace and electromagnetic spectrum. At the same time, Japan
has also enhanced its sea-air capabilities, missile defense and off-defense strike
capabilities in traditional areas, and adjusted its self-defense force system
accordingly. The integration of the new defense strategy into the Indo-Pacific
concept has further facilitated the development of Japan’s multi-dimensional
cross-domain defense system. Taken together, the new strategy of “multi-domain
defense force” is formulated in a highly competitive era in which Japan endeavors to
keep himself in tune with the US military strategic adjustments, consolidate the
Japan-US alliance, actively assess and respond to the security situation in this
particular era, effectively addressing the challenges of the global military
transformation in those new fields, better resolve the existing island disputes and
strengthen its maritime defense. All of these have fueled Japan’s strive to construct a
new defense strategy that will bring about far reaching consequences. Japan’s
defense autonomy seems rather difficult to attain, the cornerstones of Japan’s
post-war security strategy may be changed, and competition may arise in the new
fields with adverse effects on the construction of a favorable constructive security
relationship between China and Japan. In this regard, China needs to further enhance
its comprehensive strength, make positive efforts to clear up Japan’s doubts about
security issues in the bilateral relations, expand defense exchanges and security
dialogues, and enhance security mutual trust between the two countries.
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The Health Security Strategy of America and Its Challenges to
Global Health Security System
JIN Jiyong

[Abstract] The 21st century has witnessed an array of serious threats to global
health security posed by such emerging and reemerging infectious diseases as
COVID-19, Ebola, SARS and HINI1, which makes it an urgent task for the
international community to improve global health governance. The Trump
administration failed to formulate a specific global health security policy in its early
days, although the United States has played an important role in global health
security governance. Global Health Security Strategy, first released by the Trump
administration in May 2019, was the formal announcement of its global health
security policy. Focusing on addressing infectious disease threats, the Strategy
adopts a national security-oriented and whole-of-government approach and fully
reflects the core tenets of President Trump’s foreign policy doctrine:
“burden-sharing”, “America First” and anti-multilateralism. Due to shared
vulnerabilities in global health security, all countries have been tied together.
Effective global health security governance calls for global multilateralism.
Therefore, the national security-oriented Global Health Security Strategy
characterized by “America First” policy is not compatible with the realization of
global health security. The aforementioned mindset of the Trump administration not
only undermines the foundation of international political cooperation necessary for
building an effective global health security system, but also exacerbates the
financing system of global health security, thus inevitably posing a challenge to the
global health security system.

[Keywords] Trump administration, Global Health Security Strategy, infectious
diseases, America First, COVID-19

[Author] JIN Jiyong, Associate Professor, Ph.D. Supervisor and Deputy Dean,
School of International Relations and Public Affairs, Shanghai International Studies
University (Shanghai, 200083).

US Biodefense Policy and National Security
LIU Changmin and SONG Mingjing

[Abstract] The US biodefense policy is the government’s platform for action
aimed at countering biological threats, mitigating biological risks, and preparing in
advance for, responding to, and recovering from biological incidents. Since the
beginning of the 21st century, successive presidents have paid particular attention to
the formulation and improvement of the US biodefense policies. From President
George W. Bush to President Donald Trump, six relevant bills, seven national
strategy reports and five executive orders have been issued. The US government
seeks to elevate biodefense and biosecurity as a critical imperative in its national
security strategy by building a bidirectional, solid, and systematic “biosecurity
shield” framework via substantial funds, specialized agencies, integrated resources
management and enhanced international cooperation. All these moves aim to
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