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The Changes of Japan's Political Decision-making Mechanism after the End
of Cold War: Focusing on Abe’s Long-term Administration

MENG Mingming, WU Huaizhong

Abstract; With the changes both in the international and domestic situa-
tion, Japan’s political decision-making mechanism has also undergone
profound changes since the end of Cold War. There have been some no-
ticeable changes in the pattern of relations among decision-making bodies
within the decision-making process involving the prime minister, politi-
cal parties and bureaucrats. The previous situation where the prime min-
ister was relatively weak and the political parties and bureaucrats domi-
nated the decision-making situation under the" 1955 system' was re-
versed to the current situation that the prime minister led the parties and
bureaucrats. During that process, the political reforms conducted by
several administrations including the Abe administration have played a
major role. Especially the Abe administration has made some key adjust-
ments in reshaping of the political decision-making mechanism in three
aspects such as the decision-making system, the decision-making process
and the personal decision-making style. In the post-Abe era, the internal
and external factors affecting the political decision-making mechanism
remain unchanged fundamentally. The prime minister’s leadership will
be still its major feature, however, there are also some uncertainty that
may cause political instability.
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