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The Situation and Outlook of Japan in 2023

ZHANG Yong CHANG Sichun GAO Hong / 018
Abstract: Under the impact of internal and external factors, Japan’s post — war peaceful develop-
ment has accelerated its transformation. The Kishida adminstration generally continues the “Abe
Doctrine” , with Japan’ s strategic transformation further developing in depth. The security strategy
of the Kishida administration is excessively inclined to the military field and constantly breaks
through the post — war system constraints. In the future, Kishida’s ruling position is relatively sta-
ble, but the uncertainty increases. In 2023, the downward pressure of Japan’ s economy will in-
crease, with economic volatility significantly enhancing and domestic demand difficult to boost, se-
verely restricting the economic growth in future. While fully practicing “the realist diplomacy in the
new era” , the Kishida adminstration will continue to deepen its strategic diplomacy practice. With
its posture of containing China becoming obvious, however, Japan’s strategic logic of conducting
its policy toward China remains paradoxical and hard to follow in reality.
Keywords : strategic transformation; Abe Doctrine; Kishida administration; international order;

China - Japan relations

The Controversy and Essence of the Inclusion of “State of Emergency Clause”
into Japan’s Constitution

WANG Fang LYU Yaodong / 031
Abstract: In recent years, on the grounds of the COVID - 19 epidemic and natural disasters, Ja-
pan’s force supporting the constitutional revision has sought to write the “state of emergency clause”
into the constitution in order to break through the restrictions of the “peace constitution” and estab-
lish a “national mobilization system” to realize the use of force overseas and even start a war. As ear-
ly as 1889, the Meiji Constitution contained a “state of emergency clause” , which is considered to be
one of the reasons for its militaristic path. Therefore, the Constitution of Japan, which was promulga-
ted after the end of WWII under the occupation of the allied forces, did not include the “state of e-
mergency clause”. Nowadays, Japan’s ruling party attempts to initiate procedures related to constitu-
tional amendment, promote the inclusion of the “state of emergency clause” related to the start of war
effectively. If the “state of emergency clause” is put into the constitution, it will change Japan’s for-
eign strategy based on the “peace constitution” and endorse Japan’ s overall enhancement of its “de-
fense capability”. Tt will not only increase tensions between Japan and its neighboring countries, but
also seriously endanger peace and stability in the Asia — Pacific region and the world at large.

Keywords: Japan; state of emergency clause; peace constitution; constitutional revision; war
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