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US-Japan Technological Security Cooperation from the Perspective
of Alliance: Strategic Logic and Policy Practice
WU Huaizhong and CONG Yining

[Abstract] In traditional power politics, strategic interactions within an alliance have primarily
focused on high political issues. However, countries like the United States and Japan are
increasingly expanding their alliance cooperation to technological security issues that
encompass both economic and military elements. Based on alliance theories centered on
“threat balancing” and “interest equilibrium”, this paper aims to examine the deep-seated
strategic logic and policy practice in US-Japan technological security cooperation from the
perspective of shared perception of threat to national interests among allies. Specifically, the
driving force behind US-Japan technological security cooperation stems from their mutual
perception of a common strategic threat at the national interest level posed by “a technologically
rising country”. Through technological security cooperation, the US and Japan aim to, on the
one hand, curb the development of China’s military strength, and on the other hand, maintain
their dominance in international rule-making mechanisms, thereby addressing the perceived
“threats” to their national security and political interests. The policy practice of US-Japan
technological security cooperation has gone through a complex process of initial conceptual
alignment, establishment of bilateral and multilateral coordination mechanisms, and integrated
government-industry collaboration in cutting-edge industrial fields. As economic security
issues involve multiple facets of national interests, the effectiveness of the US’ strategic
cooperation with its allies is also constrained by divergent interests within the alliance. In the
Trump 2.0 era, the US government continues to prioritize economic security strategies focused
on containing China, and the technological security cooperation between the US and Japan
may still maintain highly intensive.
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New Dimensions and Pathways for Arms Control Governance
in Outer Space
WANG Guoyu and ZHANG Zechen

[Abstract] Outer space is increasingly perceived as a strategic high ground for major-country
competition. Compared to hard power competition, the game of rules-setting in outer space
arms control is more explicit, direct and long-lasting, as such rules often entail prohibitions or
restrictions on specific capabilities or behaviors. With the growing risks of weaponization and
militarization of outer space, the demand for orderly competition among states and other
stakeholders has increased. While spacefaring states call for setting specific rules for outer
space arms control, substantive differences still exist due to their different strategic priorities.
Since 2008, various outer space arms control initiatives have emerged to address spacefaring
states’ strategic demands and the lagging development of the international regulatory framework
for outer space security governance, which makes the competition for establishing outer space
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