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Abstracts (J)

inter—professional collaboration, and greater variety in support programs. In practice, three typical
modes of operation have taken shape: regional medical — nursing care coordination, industry —
academia—research collaboration, and community — based dementia care. Japan’ s experience in
constructing this system—especially the development of multi—level local care networks, integrated
support service architectures, and mechanisms for public—private co—provision—may offer useful

lessons for improving China’ s community eldercare service system.

A Preliminary Analysis of Japan’s Recent “Global South” Diplomacy
Pang Zhongpeng

In recent years, the “Global South” has become a recurrent headline term in international media
and a focal topic for the global community. Japan likewise attaches considerable importance to the
“Global South”: prime ministerial policy addresses have emphasized the need to advance
diplomacy toward the Global South; the prime minister, foreign minister, and other senior
officials have engaged proactively in related outreach; and government ministries and agencies have
steadily strengthened ties with key Global South states. Japan’ s drive to expand and deepen its
diplomacy in this arena stems chiefly from the Global South’ s emergence as a significant force in
international affairs. Tokyo’s strategic calculus spans political aspirations, energy interests,
security considerations, and questions of global governance, while also seeking to position Japan
as a bridge between the West and the Global South. At the same time, Japan’s “Global South”
diplomacy faces multiple constraints, including Japan’s identity as a Western country,
divergences between its national strategic objectives and those of Global South states, the challenge
of treating small and medium — sized Global South countries on an equal footing, and the

management of value—based frictions.

The Political Relationship Between Japan’ s Liberal Democratic Party and
Agricultural Cooperatives: A Study from a Clientelism Perspective
Meng Mingming

Throughout postwar Japan, the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and the agricultural cooperatives
(JA) have maintained a relatively stable partnership. Their ties constitute a classic patron—client
arrangement:; as the patron, the LDP secured political support from the client JA through
systematic allocation of benefits. By tracing this relationship’ s historical evolution and concrete
modalities, and by applying a dynamic analytical framework of “ patronage allocation—client
service—feedback and reconfiguration” , this study illuminates how the relationship shifted, amid
changing domestic and external environments, from a stable “high price — high autonomy”
equilibrium to a “low price—high control” configuration. Viewed through the lens of clientelism,
the LDP’ s soft dominance, JA’ s predicament of dependence, and its “decline without defeat”
under new conditions exhibit a coherent internal logic. The LDP — JA patron — client nexus has
profoundly shaped both parties’ distributional interests and provides an important vantage point for
understanding the LDP’ s long — term rule and the operational features of Japan’ s political

institutions.
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