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Japan and Sino - Japanese Relations under the “Abe Doctrine”: Building the

New Pattern of Sino — Japanese Relations Wu Huaizhong

Japan’ s development prospects and strategic orientation under the “Abe Doctrine”, along with Japan’s
perception of China, its China policy, the current trend and characteristics of Sino — Japanese relations
and the conception and practical ways of building the healthy Sino — Japanese relation, are all integral
parts of studies of Japan and Sino — Japanese relations. Japan’ s ‘“normalization” under the “Abe
Doctrine” has achieved remarkable progress, however, due to internal and external conditions, there is

little possibilities of Japan’s breakthrough development of its national strength and dramatic changes of



) BARZET] 2016 445 3 1)

its strategic orientation. Japan’ s policy towards China has the duality of universality in terms of
neighboring relations and particularity based on Japan’s own condition, becoming even more passive but
has its bottom line based on its national rationality, not opposing to a relatively low level of cooperation
of mutual benefit with China. From the macro — historical perspective, the Sino — Japanese relations are
at the stage of restoring to the common status of “a strong China and a weak Japan” with new
characteristics. From the perspective of the history since the normalization of the bilateral relations in
the 1970s, the strategic relations between China and Japan is undergoing dramatic changes and being
reshaped, implying that the conflicts and gaming will become a constant reality for the Sino —
Japanese relation, which will neither become extremely better nor worse. In order to build the new
pattern of Sino — Japanese relations, it is necessary for China to have a clear concept of objectives,

carry out overall planning and actively work to shape the bilateral relations.
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